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marking a major milestone in its long and im-
portant history in the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky. 

Kentucky River Coal Corporation was 
formed in April 1915, creating a land company 
with a large ownership of land, timber, coal, oil 
and gas and other minerals in eastern Ken-
tucky. Congregating larger boundaries of min-
eral properties made possible the arduous 
construction and development of the first rail-
road into eastern Kentucky and resulted in 
mineral extraction entities employing thou-
sands of people in the region. 

As with most American companies and peo-
ple, Kentucky River Coal Corporation strug-
gled through the Great Depression, but stood 
strong through the First and Second World 
Wars, providing the natural resource base that 
literally helped power America. Timber from its 
properties was used in the early manufac-
turing of automobile parts, like wooden 
spokes, as well as for housing across the 
country. With the discovery of oil and natural 
gas, Kentucky River Coal Corporation’s lands 
again produced important resources to power 
the nation. 

Through the decades since its formation, 
Kentucky River Coal Corporation has been a 
model corporate citizen in Kentucky, paying 
millions of dollars in taxes, and donating to 
various worthwhile causes. Through its chari-
table outreach, Kentucky River Coal Corpora-
tion has consistently funded important edu-
cational programs, established scholarships 
for students, and made donations to many in-
stitutions of higher learning across the state. 
The company has played an instrumental role 
in supporting local volunteer fire departments, 
helping them meet regulatory standards with 
training and equipment. In effort to support 
tourism in our region, the company partnered 
with the Kentucky Department of Fish and 
Wildlife to return the majestic Elk to eastern 
Kentucky, where the herd now thrives, pro-
viding a model for successful reintroduction of 
wildlife. 

Additionally, Kentucky River Coal Corpora-
tion joined with Operation UNITE to provide 
over $500,000 in much-needed funding to as-
sist with substance abuse treatment and reha-
bilitation. Hundreds of families across the re-
gion, devastated by a loved one suffering from 
addiction, have expressed gratitude for the op-
portunity for treatment that they otherwise 
could not afford. 

Over its 100 year history, Kentucky River 
Coal Corporation’s lessees have produced 
over 580 million tons of high quality central 
Appalachian coal used for decades in elec-
trical generation and manufacturing across the 
nation. About one out of every 130 tons of 
coal produced in the United States over the 
past 100 years came from Kentucky River 
Coal Corporation. Over its history, the com-
pany has returned millions of dollars in taxes 
to governments, paid salaries to employees, 
provided contributions to various charitable 
and educational institutions, and paid distribu-
tions to the shareholders located throughout 
the United States, generating untold economic 
benefits to communities and shareholders 
across the country. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating this great milestone for the Ken-
tucky River Coal Corporation. I believe this 
company is poised for continued growth and 
success in the natural resources sector, pro-
viding energy for a strong America. 

HONORING MARTHA PERINE 
BEARD 

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege 
to rise today to honor and thank Mrs. Martha 
Beard for an outstanding forty-four year career 
of serving the public and to wish her well on 
retiring as Memphis Regional Executive of the 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis on May 
8th, 2015. 

Originally from Mobile, Alabama, Mrs. Beard 
received a Bachelor of Arts from Clark Atlanta 
University and a Master’s in economics from 
Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri. 
After, Mrs. Beard joined the St. Louis Federal 
Reserve Bank as a management trainee and 
served in many different positions before 
being transferred to the Memphis Branch in 
1997. As the Regional Executive, Mrs. Beard 
was responsible for conducting regional eco-
nomic research, gauging monetary policy input 
for banking and business leaders, and hosting 
community seminars that provided education 
and materials covering the Memphis zone. 
The zone included western Tennessee, north-
ern Mississippi, and eastern Arkansas. 

During her tenure in Memphis, Mrs. Beard 
was extremely active in the community. She 
served on the boards of Memphis Tomorrow, 
the Greater Memphis Chamber, United Way, 
St. Jude Children’s Hospital, Baptist Health 
Care, and Mid-South Minority Business Coun-
cil. She has been profiled by many of the 
area’s publications and received numerous 
awards for her work from organizations like 
Leadership Memphis, the FBI, and the United 
Way. 

On behalf of Tennessee’s 8th Congressional 
District, I would like to congratulate and wish 
the best of luck for all future endeavors to the 
family and friends of Martha Perine Beard. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF LUZERNE COUNTY 
HEAD START 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
to help commemorate the 50th Anniversary of 
the establishment of Luzerne County Head 
Start, which provides my constituents with val-
uable services in early childhood education 
and family development. The organization 
plays a vital role within our community, and I 
am thankful for its work. 

Luzerne County Head Start has offered cru-
cial aid to children and families since its incep-
tion in 1965. The program has worked tire-
lessly to provide 1,162 children in Luzerne and 
Wyoming Counties with an environment that is 
favorable to early academic development. Last 
month, I enjoyed spending time at the Hazle-
ton Head Start Center, and was impressed 
with the students and faculty I met. The three 
and four year olds were excited to read and 
engage in their class science project. They are 
learning the skills that will help them to suc-

ceed in kindergarten. Additionally, Head Start 
strives to encourage similar standards in 
healthy physical development. Members of the 
Head Start faculty educate their students 
about comprehensive health and nutrition, 
supplying them with information that will in-
crease their well-being. 

In addition to placing an emphasis on early 
childhood development, Luzerne County Head 
Start also focuses on strengthening families. 
In order to assist them in achieving greater 
self-sufficiency, the organization provides fami-
lies with a wide array of services, including 
housing, employment, and education. Notably, 
Head Start offers support to parents interested 
in attaining a high school General Equivalency 
Diploma as well as other education and em-
ployment opportunities, all of which go a long 
way in ensuring brighter futures for parents 
and their children. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to honor 
Luzerne County Head Start as it celebrates its 
50th Anniversary, and I commend the work 
that its faculty undertakes in order to serve the 
children and families of Luzerne and Wyoming 
Counties. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MARTIN DOSTER 
FOR RETIREMENT AFTER 33 
YEARS OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I stand before 
you today to recognize and congratulate Mr. 
Martin Doster on his retirement after serving 
33 years with the New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation. Mr. Doster 
has been a vital member of the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion since 1982 and has dedicated his career 
to conserve, improve, and protect New York’s 
natural resources and environment. 

Mr. Doster has served as the Western New 
York Regional Remediation Engineer for the 
Division of Environmental Remediation since 
1989 and formerly was an engineer with the 
division of water beginning in 1982. During his 
tenure Mr. Doster oversaw the New York 
State Superfund Emergency Response Pro-
gram where he was responsible for managing 
and coordinating efforts to remediate property 
impacted by hazardous waste. He has been 
responsible for the design and construction of 
many significant projects in Western New 
York, such as the Buffalo River Restoration 
Project and the Buffalo Color Remediation. Mr. 
Doster has also protected Western New 
York’s Environment by implementing and en-
forcing the Clean Water Act, The Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act and the Toxic 
Substances Control Act. 

Mr. Doster’s service to the Western New 
York community does not stop with his work at 
the New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation. Mr. Doster has helped 
educate future Civil and Environmental Engi-
neers at University at Buffalo through graduate 
level courses and lectures. He has served as 
a leader in his community as a Past President 
and Chairman of the First Trinity Lutheran 
Church. Mr. Doster has the utmost pride in his 
community; this is demonstrated by his volun-
teer service to the American Red Cross as a 
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local team supervisor, service as a Boy Scout 
Troop Leader and devoting 8 years as as a 
DEC Team Leader for Brush Up Buffalo. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to honor and recognize Mr. Mar-
tin Doster. I ask that my colleagues join me in 
congratulating Mr. Doster on an accomplished 
career, and to commend him for the exem-
plary work he has done to enrich the commu-
nities and protect the environment of Western 
New York. 

f 

NATIONAL SYRINGOMYELIA 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize May as National Syringomyelia 
Awareness Month, with the hope that in-
creased awareness of this disorder will bring a 
cure. 

Syringomyelia, often referred to as SM, is a 
progressive disease of the spinal cord and has 
no known cure. Over 40,000 Americans are 
affected by SM and those individuals can suf-
fer from chronic pain and even paralysis. It is 
imperative that we educate the public and pro-
vide resources to the medical community in 
order to find a cure for this disease. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all my colleagues to join 
me not just today but every day in helping to 
raise awareness to Syringomyelia. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE ENDING COR-
PORAL PUNISHMENT IN SCHOOLS 
ACT OF 2015 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce a bill to end the use of corporal pun-
ishment in our nation’s schools. 

Corporal punishment is a form of physical 
punishment where someone deliberately in-
flicts pain on another individual in order to 
punish them. In schools, it includes the spank-
ing or paddling of children by school officials. 

While corporal punishment in schools has 
its place in our nation’s history, it must be 
banned immediately. Not only is there no con-
clusive evidence that it is actually beneficial in 
modifying disruptive behavior, but it is dis-
proportionately used as a form of punishment 
for African American students and children 
with disabilities. These punishments can result 
in physical as well as emotional harm to chil-
dren. 

Schools are supposed to be safe places 
where students are protected from harm. They 
are intended to nurture children as they grow 
and develop. However, 19 states still allow 
corporal punishments in school. Last year, the 
Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) reported that, 
on average, 838 children were hit each day in 
public school, based on a 180-day school 
year. This equates to just over 150,500 in-
stances of corporal punishment per year. This 
statistic is astonishing considering the fact that 
31 states have already banned corporal pun-
ishment in schools. 

This bill would prohibit any educational insti-
tution from receiving federal funding that al-
lows school personnel to inflict corporal pun-
ishment on students and creates grants to en-
courage climate and culture improvements in 
schools which promote positive behaviors. 

Mr. Speaker, corporal punishment is not 
proven as an effective means of disciplining 
children or modifying disruptive behavior. 
School should be a safe space for children to 
learn, grow, and develop, not live in fear of 
those who have been charged with their aca-
demics. I urge my colleagues to support this 
important bill. 

f 

UNVEILING THE SOUTHBURY 
SENIOR CENTER WALL OF HONOR 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cele-
brate the unveiling of the Wall of Honor at the 
Southbury Senior Center. 

Today, we recognize the senior citizens 
from Southbury who proudly served our coun-
try in uniform. These men and women an-
swered the call of duty to protect our nation 
and defend its ideals. They served during war 
and during peace, at home and abroad. No 
matter their deployment or their mission, each 
of our veterans deserves the recognition and 
accolades they will receive during today’s 
ceremony. 

While we can never fully repay our veterans 
for their service and sacrifice, I believe it is im-
portant to take every opportunity to thank and 
honor them. I hope when the wall is revealed, 
each veteran will feel the appreciation and 
gratitude of our community and the entire na-
tion. 

I would like to thank Wayne Rioux, Amanda 
Hadgraft, the staff and volunteers at 
Southbury Senior Center for creating this me-
morial to recognize these local American he-
roes. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,152,487,619,906.99. We’ve 
added $7,525,610,570,993.91 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

HONORING THE LUFKIN HIGH 
SCHOOL PANTHERS, 2015 CLASS 
5A STATE SOCCER CHAMPIONS 

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, state cham-
pionship titles are always an extraordinarily 
exciting accomplishment for athletes. But 
when that state championship is unprece-
dented, it takes on a new dimension. 

It is truly an honor to acknowledge the out-
standing achievement of the history-making 
Lufkin High School Panthers soccer team. The 
Panthers completed their most impressive 
season yet by claiming the title of 2015 Class 
5A State Soccer Champions, a victory which 
is also the first state soccer title claimed by a 
northeast Texas school of its size. 

After an unsteady start to their season with 
two back to back losses, the Panthers imme-
diately recognized the challenging road omi-
nously lying ahead of them. With renewed 
focus and zeal, the Panthers recovered from 
those losses and overcame stiff competition 
from their fellow east Texans to become the 
district champions. Due to their hard work and 
dedication, the Panthers then entered the 
playoffs with an exceptional win-streak of nine-
teen matches. 

Lufkin’s first playoff match was to be a chal-
lenge for the team when the game lasted for 
nearly an hour before a goal was scored. The 
Panthers battled on to keep the score at 1–0, 
winning the game and advancing to the next 
round of the playoffs. Five hard-fought vic-
tories followed, and the Panthers then ad-
vanced to the championship game against 
Georgetown’s undefeated East View High 
School. Even though the championship was 
played on East View’s home field, the Pan-
thers were undeterred due to the fact that they 
had never lost a game away from home. Dedi-
cated fans from the ‘‘Panther Nation’’ arrived 
in exuberant force, driving the long distance to 
cheer on their home team. 

The team’s skill and fans’ encouragement 
were the necessary ingredients in the final 
match. Time and again the Panthers’ defense 
was tested, and their offense was held back. 
This did not last, however, and the Panthers 
were finally able to overcome East View’s de-
fenses and score. When the game was over, 
the score stood as testament to the Panthers’ 
dogged determination coupled with their tanta-
lizing talent. The final score was Lufkin 3 and 
East View 1. The Lufkin Panthers had won the 
state championship. 

Congratulations should be extended to team 
members Terry Mark, Sammy Villegas, 
Rodrigo Vargas, Cristian Julian, Cesar 
Camacho, Jesus Cisneros, Bradley Slusher, 
Alexis Roque, Omar Zamarripa, Javy Montes, 
Kacy Bennett, Javier Patlan, Chris Marquez, 
Dorian Bravo, Cristhian Pineda, Luis Lopez, 
Jake Williams, Joel Rodriguez, Gustavo Gar-
cia, Ivan Hernadez, Omar Roque, and Miguel 
Gonzales. 

The staff and faculty who led and inspired 
the Panthers to victory consists of Lufkin High 
School Principal Mark Smith, Lufkin ISD Su-
perintendent Dr. LaTonya Goffney, Head 
Coach Russell Shaw, Assistant Coach David 
McPherson, Assistant Coach Eliazar Caldera, 
Trainer Forestt Bridges, Trainer Sarah Hart-
man, Student Trainer Edgar Medellin, Student 
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